
The Big Read is a nationwide literary program sponsored by a grant from the National 
Endowment for the Arts.  You can find out more about the Big Read at 
http://www.neabigread.org/.  In 2009, several Iowa communities, including Cedar 
Rapids, are participating in the Big Read.  The Big Read book selected for 2009 is Zora 
Neale Hurston's novel "Their Eyes Were Watching God."  In cooperation with the 
African American Historical Museum and Cultural Center of Iowa, the Cedar Rapids 
Public Library will present several programs associated with Hurston's novel. 
 
Big Read Kickoff featuring Tamara Milton, Katrina survivor 
Date and time: Martin Luther King Day, Monday, January 19, 11AM-1PM 
Location: Westdale Mall Community Room, Cedar Rapids 
 
Keynote session featuring Catherine Stewart from Cornell College 
Date and time: Saturday, January 24th, 1PM 
Location: Westdale Mall Community Room, Cedar Rapids 
 
One-woman play featuring Ruth Ann Gaines 
Date and time: Saturday, February 7th at 2PM 
Location: Westdale Mall Community Room, Cedar Rapids 
 
Book discussion with a CRPL reference librarian 
Date and time: Thursday, February 12th at 2PM 
Location: Cedar Rapids Public Library at Westdale Mall 
 
Film showing of “Their Eyes Were Watching God” 
Date and time: Friday, February 27th at 6PM 
Location: Westdale Mall Community Room, Cedar Rapids 
 


