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Cedar Rapids Public LibraryCedar Rapids Public Library
before the flood of June, 2008before the flood of June, 2008



After the flood of 2008, the library concentrated it’s facilities at Westdale Mall. After the flood of 2008, the library concentrated it’s facilities at Westdale Mall. 
Since there has been a branch at the Mall for almost 20 years, we were able to get Since there has been a branch at the Mall for almost 20 years, we were able to get 

a jumpstart on serving the Cedar Rapids community by using the Mall branch. a jumpstart on serving the Cedar Rapids community by using the Mall branch. 



The library was soon able to greatly increase it’s size at the mall and The library was soon able to greatly increase it’s size at the mall and 
create a 15,000 Sq Foot facility. This facility became the “Bridge” to the create a 15,000 Sq Foot facility. This facility became the “Bridge” to the 

future so it is often referred to as “The Bridge”future so it is often referred to as “The Bridge”



The BridgeThe Bridge



Downtown BranchDowntown Branch
The library felt a need to establish a “downtown” presence. The library felt a need to establish a “downtown” presence. 

A small retail storefront was found in what had been Armstrong’s department store. A small retail storefront was found in what had been Armstrong’s department store. 
This “downtown” branch opened on the 1This “downtown” branch opened on the 1stst anniversary of the June 2008 flood.anniversary of the June 2008 flood.



Current library locations were evaluated to find possible locations for a new Current library locations were evaluated to find possible locations for a new 
central facility. As part of the Metro Library Network, the CRPL Board of central facility. As part of the Metro Library Network, the CRPL Board of 

Trustees examined the locations of the current outlets. Trustees examined the locations of the current outlets. 
The brown area suggests the best area for a new Central branch.The brown area suggests the best area for a new Central branch.



The Library Board thought it important that we move outside of the 100 year The Library Board thought it important that we move outside of the 100 year 
flood zone (Blue) as well as the tan and orange areas that represent the 500 flood zone (Blue) as well as the tan and orange areas that represent the 500 

year flood and even areas outside of the flood zones that saw water in June of year flood and even areas outside of the flood zones that saw water in June of 
2008. The circled area represents the preferred library relocation zone.2008. The circled area represents the preferred library relocation zone.









The Community Center concept merges several different city services The Community Center concept merges several different city services 
under one roof or in one specific area. They would then share some under one roof or in one specific area. They would then share some 

common areas like parking and security.common areas like parking and security.





More than 300 City facilities were damaged in the flood of 2008 including More than 300 City facilities were damaged in the flood of 2008 including 
many large customer service buildings such as the Veterans Memorial many large customer service buildings such as the Veterans Memorial 
Building, Building, main librarymain library , central fire station and the public works building. , central fire station and the public works building. 

During this series of open houses residents will be able to examine several During this series of open houses residents will be able to examine several 
options for rebuilding public facilities. options for rebuilding public facilities. 

The Boards in this presentation specifically deal with the The Boards in this presentation specifically deal with the Main LibraryMain Library ..

�� ________________________________________________________________________________________________

�� Please join us at the next open house which will be held Please join us at the next open house which will be held 

�� These Boards can be viewed in full size at the Bridge These Boards can be viewed in full size at the Bridge 
Library at Westdale Mall.Library at Westdale Mall.

�� Please join us at the next open house which will be held Please join us at the next open house which will be held 
on August 18 and 19, 2009. We will provide more on August 18 and 19, 2009. We will provide more 
information and solicit your input on facility options.information and solicit your input on facility options.
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