
By Christine Schuety, President
A high school student in Iowa City 
recently received recognition for her 
research about private giving and 
public funding of  libraries. Jessica 
Zeng found a positive association 
between the two. The news media 
called to ask if  this was true of  our 
library: When the Cedar Rapids City 
Council reduced the library’s public 
funding, did private contributions go 
down? 

Luckily, no. Private contributions 
to the library have been fairly 
constant during the 40 years since 
the Foundation was established; 
donations do not seem to be tied to 
the ebb and flow of  city budgets. 

On the other hand, it’s generally true 
that donors like to give to flourishing 
organizations—who doesn’t like to 
invest in success? So Zeng’s findings 
are not surprising.

But there is a bigger, more 
important story about Jessica Zeng. 
An immigrant, she learned English 
at her public library. This illustrates 
how important public libraries 
are in the American experience—
indeed, how critical libraries are to 
democracy. At no other place can all 
of  us—rich or poor, young or old, 
native or immigrant—get free access 
to information and technology. 
This is why we taxpayers have to do 
the heavy lifting when it comes to 
supporting the day-to-day operations 
of  our public libraries. 

The Foundation exists to enhance 
our library, supporting capital 

improvements. Sometimes they 
partner; sometimes they switch roles.

But neither organization ever 
envisions a day when private funds 
are necessary to keep the library’s 
doors open and its services free to 
all. Says Library Board of  Trustees 
president and Foundation board 
member Tim Hill, “It would be a sad 
day in America if  our public libraries 
were no longer public.”

Public library is backbone of  American democracy

improvements, new technologies, 
and additions to the collection. 
But, we can not and should not rely 
on private funds to provide this 
vital service—this quintessential 
American experience. It would be 
a huge blow to the backbone of  
democracy. 

The role of  the library’s 
support organizations
The Foundation and the Friends 
of  the Library are two separate 
charitable organizations that support 
the CRPL. Both were established in 
the early 1970s by local citizens who 
wanted to make the Cedar Rapids 
Public Library better than average.

The organizations generally support 
different types of  projects, but 
the bottom line for each is to 
consistently and continually move 
our public library from good to 
better to excellent. Friends generally 
supports literacy programs; the 
Foundation focuses on capital 
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Alliant Energy representatives Shelly Turner 
and Brian Wakeham presented a $2500 check 
to the Foundation in support of  “Read the 
River,” a multi-generation reading program in 
progress at the CRPL.  Wakeham serves on 
the Foundation Board.

In January, more than 400 residents attended a town hall meeting about the future of  the 
Cedar Rapids Public Library.  Elected officials, library board members, and library patrons 
addressed the capacity crowd. (Photo courtesy of  The Gazette, Cedar Rapids, Iowa)
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public funding.
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In February, St. Matthew School students and staff  presented a check 
to the Library Foundation for $1,536.36. The funds were raised via 
a “Penny Challenge” held during Catholic School Week in January. 
On hand to participate were (l-r) Tim Hill, President of  the Library 
Board of  Trustees and Foundation Board member; Kara Callanan, St. 
Matthew school librarian; Leo Rehman, Delany Breitbach, and Colby 
Flynn, St. Matthew students; Joe Wolf, St. Matthew administrator, and 
Brian Fagan, Cedar Rapids City Council. Hill & Fagan attended St. 
Matthew School.
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And the winner is...
Marti Garrison won a painting 
by local artist and former CRPL 
Foundation President Joan Tha-
ler. All 2007 donors were eligible 
for the drawing. 
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Online and automatic giving 
now available
Gifts can now be made online.  
Go to www.crlibrary.org, click on 
Support the Library, then click on 
Foundation.  About half  way down 
the page, you’ll see instructions for 
online giving through PayPal.  

Donors can also have gifts 
withdrawn automatically from their 
personal accounts.  Contact the 
Foundation office for details, 739-
0411 or devriesm@crlibrary.org 

Read the River generation 
spanning reading project
Beat the winter blahs, spend time 
together, and improve reading skills! 
Stop at the second floor Children’s 
Desk, and sign up for Read the 
River, a winter reading program.

A prepared book kit containing ten 

children’s books with 
ecological themes can 

be checked out and read together. 
Upon completion, participating 
children select a book & adults 
receive a book bag. 

This generation-spanning program 
runs through April 30.

Read the River sponsors include 
Alliant Energy Foundation, Cedar 
Rapids/Linn County Solid Waste 
Agency, and Rockwell Collins as 
well as Friends of  the Library and 
the Cedar Rapids Public Library 
Foundation.

Out Loud! author series 
to begin
A visiting author series, funded 
by the John P. and Lawrence 
J. Giacoletto Foundation and 
produced by the public libraries in 
Cedar Rapids, Marion, & Hiawatha, 
will connect a range of  authors 
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to eager audiences. The series will 
be launched this spring. Watch for 
details in the local media and on 
library websites.

Library wins “Icky” Awards
A collaborative creative effort 
between the library and the Cedar 
Rapids Museum of  Art won two 
prestigious “Icky” awards for 
innovation and excellence in the 
arts. The “Ickys” are sponsored by 
the Iowa Cultural Corridor Alliance 
(ICCA). 

“Hidden Treasure: Original 
Children’s Book Illustrations from 
the Cedar Rapids Public Library” 
highlighted select items from the 
library’s collection of  more than 
800 illustrations. The exhibit ran 
at the museum from January-May 
2007 and drew thousands of  visitors 
locally and from across the country. 
The current value of  the illustrations 
is being assessed.


